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	MINI-TEST ON READING & WRITING SKILLS  

(NO 6)

Time allowance: 30 minutes


PART I: READING

Read the Passage, for Questions 1-5, choose the best answer, A, B, C or D. 
DRINKING AND DRIVING

The legal limit for driving after drinking alcohol is 80 milligrams of alcohol in 100 milliliters of blood, when tested. But there is no sure way of telling how much you can drink before you reach this limit. It varies with each person depending on your weight, your sex , if you’ve just eaten and what sort of drinks you’ve had. Some people might reach their limit after only about three standard drinks.

In fact, your driving ability can be affected by just one or two drinks. Even if you’re below the legal limit, you could still be taken to court if a police officer thinks your driving has been affected by alcohol. 
It takes about an hour for the body to get rid of the alcohol in one standard drink. So, if you have a heavy drinking session in the evening you might find that your driving ability is still affected the next morning , or you could even find that you’re still over the legal limit. In addition, if you’ve had a few drinks at lunchtime, another one or two drinks in the early evening may well put you over the legal limit.

In a test with professional drivers, the more alcoholic drinks they had had the more certain they were that they could drive a test course through a set of moveable posts… and the less able they were to do it! So the only way to be sure you’re safe is not to drink at all.

Alcohol is a major cause of road traffic accidents. One in three of the drivers killed in road accidents have levels of alcohol which are over the legal limit, and road accidents after drinking are the biggest cause of death among young men. More than half of the people stopped by the police to take a breathalyzer test have a blood alcohol concentration of more than twice the legal limit.

It is important to remember that driving after you’ve been drinking doesn’t just affect you. If you’re involved in an accident, it affects a lot of other people as well, not least the person you might kill or injure.

1. The amount of alcohol a person can drink before reaching the legal limit is ...
A. 800 milligrams of pure alcohol.


B. approximately three standard drinks.
C. different for different people.

D. exactly proportional to body weight.

2. When might you be taken to court by the police for drinking and driving?

A. When you have driven a vehicle after drinking any alcohol at all.

B. when you have drunk at least three drinks before driving.

C. Only when tests show that you have 80 mg of alcohol in 100 ml of blood.

D. When the police think that you have been drinking from the way you are driving.

3. When you have been drinking heavily in the evening, the next day you might be…
A. still drunk until lunchtime.



B. unable to drive until the evening.

C. over the legal limit in the morning.

D. unable to drive all day.

4. Alcohol is a major cause of road accidents in that…
A. most drivers who die in these accidents have been drinking.

B. more young men die in drink-related accidents than in any other way.

C. drinking affects people’s eye-sight.

D. one in three drivers drink heavily.

5. What does this article urge you to remember particularly about driving after drinking?

A. you may be taken to court by the police.


B. You are putting yourself in danger.
C. You may hurt another road-user.

D. You put many other people at risk.

PART II:  WRITING
Topic:

More and more people use private cars instead of  taking public transport. What are the reasons for the trend? How can the government encourage people to take public transport?

Task:

Study the topic and the introductory paragraph for a cause-effect essay about it. 
-Write ONE complete body paragraph explaining the reasons for more people to use private cars, rather than public transport.

Introduction

Most people know that driving private cars places a severe strain on cities’ traffic and air-quality levels. However, very few are willing to give up driving and use public transport instead.

Body paragraph 1
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