Group:Truong Huy Dung, Dinh Thanh Dat, Vu Thi Thu Hien
Class: A1
HALF-DAY TOUR REPORT          (Operated by HOU )

On Wednesday morning this week, instead of being in the class as normal, our class had chance to have a short tour to two popular destinations in Hanoi in order that we can practice our listening and speaking skills together with sightseeing. The first destination is Ho Chi Minh Complex which is so popular that its name often appears in most of Hanoi city tour programmes. This is a holy place where our great Father is sleeping. After visiting HCM Complex, we were moved to visit the Temple of Literature, the first university of the country. 

Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum is situated in Hung Vuong street at the centre of Hanoi. In this area, we firstly visited  Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum where Uncle Ho’s mummy has been kept was begun to be constructed on September 2nd in 1973 and completed 2 years later. The building was done with the help of Soviet Union and other communist countries 6 years after the Father’s death. Vietnamese people want to keep the Uncle’s mummy and his spirit as well. 

The Temple of Literature is the first national university of Vietnam with the first 300 students. This Confucius temple was built in 1070 and reconstructed some more times. Each year, there are many students coming here to visit and pray for luck in taking strictly important exams. The site is located in three main streets in Dong Da district. 

At 7:30 am, we were welcomed by a very lovely operator, a quite good looking guide, and an enthusiastic young HOU volunteers. It was too comfortable that we started the tour by walking about 1 km from the center to the parking lot due to the traffic issue. Right 15 minute travelling, we were dropped in front of Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum and then moved inside to visit our great Father Ho Chi Minh, Ho Chi Minh Residence, his House On Stilts and finally walked around and take some pictures at One Pillar Pagoda. To continue the tour, we moved to The Temple of Literature that is not too far from the first site. 

Being in formal costumes, we went inside Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum and had a respect look at our Uncle with the tour guide’s care. When we were out, we listened to the guide and got some information about Ho Chi Minh and his Mausoleum. As he said, Ho Chi Minh was as the symbol of Vietnam and communism in the country. Also, after his death, he wished to be cremated and buried in the North, South and the Center of the country.  However, Mr. Le Duan wanted to keep his body to let every Vietnamese people and next generations see him. He is the symbol and spirit of the country so he better stays with the country forever. To process the idea of the highest leader, Vietnam got the help of Russian to make Ho Chi Minh’s mummy after comparing about the technique between Russia and China. Finally, we chose the Russia help and it is successfully better that you can see our Uncle’s mummy very real. It was more interesting due to the question of a member that we got more information about the safe place where the Father’s coffin was kept before being moving to the current place. 

Continuing the excursion, we walked and had a glance at HCM Residence. It is covered with yellow color, lucky color as Vietnam belief. This is a place which was built for HCM, but he wasn’t willing to be in and let it become a guest palace. The palace is still used to greeted foreign guests with modern architecture. 

In the way to House on Stilts, we learnt something more about HCM morality; he loved everybody except no one. The guide told us a story about Uncle Ho that made me moved. The Father didn’t need the help of a guard when he wanted to take the umbrella for him in a rainy day because he thought one person got wet was much better than two were. At the end of the story, we all went upstairs to see his simple and neat accommodation and listen to a legend about his love with Miss Ut Hue. As the legend, our Uncle loved Lily flowers the most because of his love with this Saigon girl. 

The final place in the first site was One Pillar Pagoda where we took some nice pictures together. The tour guide went on telling us more legend. The King Ly Thai To, who had no children, used to pray to Buddha for a son. One night, he had a dream that he saw a Buddha sitting on a lotus in a pond gave him a baby boy. Luckily, the Queen gave birth one night, and that is a boy. In honor to the Buddha, the King started to build the pagoda with lotus-shape. Who want to have a baby son can come here to pray, it may be come true some day. At the end, we together took some photographs and prepared to travel to the second destination.

Right at 11: 15 a.m., we were in the front of the Temple of Literature. Because of the feature of this special trip, the guide shared too much information about the Temple and the Confucius as well. It was said that this temple was built in the 11th century but it developed best in the 15th century in the post Le Dynasties. He also informed about stelaes. Few minutes later, we were let to be free on leisure, went inside and have a look or stayed at the gate to get back. We gathered in the gate and got back to the departure place at noon.

Generally, this tour is very successful which is really fascinating with beautiful places. There is something very special and holy in the destination we visited. The Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum is my favorite place with my real emotion about the Father of our country. Now, I know why some people cry if they listen to stories about Uncle Ho. In addition to the success of the trip, Mr. Truong – the tour guide supported a lot. He spoke loud enough with his gentle voice. Also, he was quite enthusiastic even though he was not very handsome. Last but not least, the volunteer and the car driver, they were pretty to smile with us and followed to take care of us. The boy was too young so he was quite less confident but he is clever and the man was an extremely careful driver who didn’t want any traffic problems such as getting stuck in small streets.

